ABO(H) cell surface antigens in parathyroid adenoma and hyperplasia.
Forty-three cases of primary hyperparathyroidism were studied with the specific red cell adherence test (SRCA) to determine the presence or absence of ABO(H) cell surface antigens on abnormal parathyroid tissue. Of the 27 patients with the clinicopathologic diagnosis (CPD) of adenoma, 24 (89%) had lost the ABO(H) cell surface antigen of the abnormal gland. Among the 15 patients with the CPD of hyperplasia, the parathyroid tissue from three (20%) had lost its red cell antigen. In one patient, a metastasis from a parathyroid carcinoma had lost the ABO surface antigen. Several patients in whom conflicting SRCA and CPD were obtained had factors that raised doubts as to the validity of their CPD. The SRCA is a simple test that may aid in the difficult differentiation between parathyroid adenoma and hyperplasia.